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much of it being about the quality and length of American,
though the native varieties, which are still grown in
considerable quantities in certain parts of the area, are
similar to the short staple Indian varieties. The prospects
of development were very good, and at first it appeared
that the Russian crop, alone throughout the world, was
making rapid strides during the War. Report gave the
crop as 1,500,000 bales in 1916. But the War and the
Revolution played sad havoc with this promising field,
which was entirely dependent on other parts of Russia,
especially for its food supply. The economic upheaval,
therefore, practically destroyed the crop, and in 1925
it was only painfully returning to a possible production
of one-half of the record figures. The latest report gives
the crop as 1,960,000 bales in 1933.
China is the unknown quantity in the world's cotton
supply. Her crop is certainly large, but the very high
figures which were semi-officially circulated a few years
ago, giving totals as high as 5,000,000 bales, are now
generally reduced to about 2,000,000 bales. The area
under cotton seems to be widely distributed over many
parts of the country, and is still capable of large extension.
Probably the greater part of the crop is used for domestic
consumption in the wadding of garments and domestic
spinning; but a considerable amount is exported to
Japan, and a good deal is now being used in local factories
in China, which have been developing rapidly in recent
years. The quality of the staple is mostly short, more like
Indian than anything else, but-efforts have been made,
with marked success, to introduce American varieties,
which seem to do well. The same applies to Korea, in
which Japan is fast developing a promising source of
supply for her own mills. The crop in Japan itself is very
small and apparently dwindling in amount.
The British Cotton Growing Association.
No description of the world's cotton supplies would be
complete without a reference to the work of the British